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UB Presidential nominee has ties to law school
byAndrea Sammarco, Mana.gingEditor
The University at Buffalo Coun
cil announced on September 4 its deci
sion to unanimously support the nomi
nation of William R. Greiner as the
University's 13th President, replacing
former President Ste~en B. Sample.
Greiner has occupied the position of
interim president ofU .B. since April 1.
The nomination has yet to be approved
by SUNY Chancellor D. Bruce Johnstone
and the Board ofTrustees, who are ex
pected to consider the Council's recom
mendation on September 25. Greiner's

nomination is the result of a nation wide
search which began in January of 1991,
after Sample announced his resignation
in order to assume the presidency of the
University of Southern California.
Greiner's history with U. B. includes
an extended period in which he has served
in various capacities as part of the fac
ulty of UB Law. Greiner became an
associate professor at the Law School in
196 7. Two years later, he was given the
full status oflaw professor . Although he
does not teach any classes in the law
school, a recent Reporter article states

that he is still consid
ered a law professor at
U .B. His areas of spe
cialty include taxation
and government fi
nance, real property.
real estate transactions,
municipal law and mu
nicipal finance. Be
tween 1968 and 1974, he
was chairman of UB
Law's Legal Studies
Program. From 19751980, he served as Asso
ciate Dean of the Law
School, functioning as
counselor and deputy to
the Dean . He was also
responsible for all mat
ters involving student af
fairs. Greiner received
(continued on page 6)
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Professor Leary recounts
Geneva experiences
A con/erence to commemorate the 20 year anniversary of the Attica
uprising attracted participants from all over the country. (See article on
page 8.)
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by Srikant Ramiswami, News Editor
Professor Virginia Leary is the co
director ofthe Graduate Group on Human
Rights Law and Policy at U .B. Law School.
Last year, Professor Leary was away in
Geneva, Switzerland on sabbatical. On
returning to U.B. Law School, I had an
opportunity to meet with her and ask her
about her stay in Geneva. What resulted
was a very informative interview during
which we discussed many issues.
Q: What took you to Geneva?
A: I came to U.B. Law School in
1976 afterworking 10 years in Geneva. I
found Geneva an extraordinary center for
international life and I also have a lot of
friends there. Every summer I have re
turned to follow meetings at the U.N. and
to keep in touch with people at the inter
national organizations. So it was a logi
cal place to spend my sabbatical because
it gave me a chance to re-participate in
many international law activities. The
libraries are also very good and I person
ally like it there, too.
Q: When you had previously worked
in Geneva for 10 years, did you work for
the U.N.?
A: Yes, I worked with the Interna
tional Labor Organization (ILO) and I
also got my Doctorate at the Graduate
Institute oflnternational Studies which
is affiliated with the University of
Geneva. So that's what I did during the
ten years!
Q: What kind o fwork were you in
volved with in Geneva this past year?
A: I was doing writing. I'm working
on a book on the right to health. Human
rights is my specialty and I'm very inter-

ested in the concept of economic and
social rights. I'm continuing to work on
the book on that subject. I did some
writing on other international law sub
jects. I also attended and followed sev
eral meetings. I followed the Uruguay
round of the GATT largely due to a U .B.
student who was in Geneva studying the
round during the fall semester. Then I
worked on an international commercial
arbitration which involved a tunnel under
the Suez Canal - a contract dispute. I am
now doing some consulting with the
United Nations Conference on Environ
mental Development (UNCED). This
conference (also known as the Earth Sum
mit), will be held in Brazil in June 1992.
It is !he. major international environmen
tal meeting since the Stockholm meeting
in 1972.
I also organized an internship pro
gram for law students at international

(continued 0,1 page 9)
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Interviewing made easy!!
by SrikanJ Ramaswami, News Editor
On Wednesday, September 4th, 1991,
U .B. Law Students had an opportunity to hear
Ms. Jeanne Powers from Jaeckle, Fleishmann
&Mug el, talk about tips for interviewing. Ms.
Mugel has been onthe firm 's hiring committee
for ten years, and her experience in this field
was evident. Although she represents a large
finn,shestartedher address by stating that her
advice probably held true for smaller firms as
well. This is what Ms. Powers had to say :
To begin with, the practice area
administration tal}c about what they ex
pect their needs to be for the coming
year. Most large firms hire students a
year in advance and so it is important to
keep tab on procedures such as sending
resumes to firms on time. After the ex
ecutive committee sets a target for the
number of hires, the firm accepts re
sumes and goes through them. A resume
that exhibits qualified academic suc
cess, moot court experience, law review,
clerkships, independent study that dem
onstrates skill or commitment will prob
ably assure a student an on-campus inter
view . Of about 60 students who may be
interviewed, about 15 to 20 students may
be invited back for a formal set of inter
views with more people from the respec
tive firm . The in-house interviews usu
ally take place some weeks after the on
campus interview (ONCI). After the pro
spective associate has been extensively
interviewed and scrutinized, an inter
view report form is filled out by the firm .
These interview reports are read along
with transcripts, the writing sample, and
reference reports . THEN ... offers are ex
tended on a rolling basis.
There is no magic formula on how
to interview. Interviewers have differ
ent personalities and are attracted to
different things . Don't come across as a
phony at the interview, and be prepared
to talk about everything on your resume.
It is important to read the firm brochure
or other materials that the firm provides
and to see how the law firm is organized.
Thus, if you had previous work experi
ence during the summer, be prepared to

Jeanne Powers
describe what you did . This shows that you are dedicated, that
you can handle complex issues, and that you can talk intelli
gently about those issues. Also talk about your activities and
explain to the interviewer what is important about the employ
ment you are seeking.
Ask questions at interviews . Why? Because it shows you
are interested and serious about being hired. Look at the firm ' s
brochure prior to the interview for it may help you to ask
questions. Typical questions might be - " I notice your firm is
interested in international Jaw. How large is your practice?
Mostly U.S./Canada?" Again by asking questions you will get
information about the structure of the firm , their training pro
grams, the stability of the firm, etc . Finally, questions keep the
interview moving.
At the interview it is important to make eye contact. Give
well thought out answers to questions and give responses that
generate further questions or provoke comment. ESTABLISH

RAPPORT . Furthermore, try to relax and smile and
project yourself with confidence and poise. But
most importantly, be yourself.
The ONCI is conducted in a short time . The
interviewer sees a whole lot of people in one day
and often takes notes after you leave. Don ' t feel
bothered by it and try to create an opportunity to
stress your credentials. Ask questions like:' 'Would
you like a writing sample? Here's one from my
moot court competition," or "here ' s a memo from
ABC firm .'' Try to stay focused and try to be direct.
Once you are called back, the in-firm inter
views will give you the opportunity to meet with
multiple people . If one interview doesn't go well,
you haven ' t done irreperable harm . Also many
firms have a rating sytem on interviews . The num
ber '' 5' ' for an immediate offer is something no one
gets . But one may get a "4" for serious consider
ation, a " 3" for later consideration, or a "1 " for
" drop candidate immediately." When you are
going through in-firm interviews, don ' t fo rget you
are looking at the firm . Observe for yourself if the
partners, associates, secretaries, etc ., respect each
other . Is the atmosphere friendly ? hostil e? di 
ver se ?
Some of the questi ons you may enco unter
from interviewers are, " why are you int erested in
law ? What ' s your goal 5 to 10 years from n ow?
What was y our most/least fav orite class? What 's
the last book you read ? What are you looking for in
an employer? Is the firm growing? And by that
token, who are employers looking for ? Some one
with intelligence and skill , maturity and motiv a
tion . Someone who is industrious and pleasant .
Someone who will get along with clients .
Ms . Powers also gave tips on how to select a
writing sample. Make sure the sample is relatively
short, but complex enough to show that you are
capable of analysis and that you did research . If
you are presenting an actual memorandum from
summer employment, make sure that client confi. dentiality is not violated . Make sure the sample is
grammatically correct and clearly written . After
her presentation students asked questi ons and a
handout from Reader's Digest on tips for inter
viewing was distributed . The lecture was an infor
mative and useful one where many students felt
enlightened about the hiring process.

The new research and writing program
at UB: a first year perspective
by Charles Greenberg
Research and writing are important aspects of any lawyer's career. For this
reason, the law school has established a two-semester course designed to teach first
years the fundamentals of conducting proper research and writing . This semester,
the course will be taught by Professor Janet Lindgren, who appears to be very
enthusiastic about the course.
Professor Lindgren will teach three sections ofthe course, one for each section
of the first year class. The course will consist of an introductory class, which was
held for sections two and three last week and section one this week, and eight
instructions classes. Four ofthe classes will deal with writing, with the balance being
on conducting research in the law library. The writing component for this semester
will consist mainly of analyzing the written work of others rather than developing
personal writing skills, a subject reserved for next semester. The research component
of the class will stress finding cases, laws and statutes, as well as other secondary
materials that are needed to construct legal arguments. Taken together, this first
semester would offer the first year a reasonably comprehensive view ofhow research
is conducted and how others have organized their research into writing.
The spring semester will continue this program , with advanced research
technique being stressed. An exciting aspect ofthe spring course is that the first years
will be broken up into considerably smaller groups for more personalized attention,
which the students can take advantage ofwhen it comes to professional critiquing of
their writing. However, even with this attention, one goal ofthe writing course is to
have the students "become (their) own best critics," as Professor Lindgren indicated
during section three's introductory class last Thursday.
Overall, the prospects ofthe research and writing class are promising, with the
first years looking forward to learning about this exciting aspect ofthe law.

The Opinion would
like to hear your views
about the state of the
research and writing pro
g _r am. VVill it sufficiently
prepare students for the
real world? VVhat are the
alternatives? First year
students are especially
encouraged to comment.
Submit your
thoughts to Box 443 or
512.
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EDITORIAL
As the Senate prepares it final decision on whether or not to confirm the nomination
of Judge Clarence Thomas to the United States Supreme Coµrt, many interest groups across
the country likewise prepare their own evaluations of the nominee's qualifications, each
colored by the unique perspective of that particular group, and the ends which they seek to
achieve. Attempts to flesh out Thomas' views on abortion, natural law, the right to privacy,
and other constitutional concerns have been met with harsh criticism from those who claim
that these are not the proper areas of concerns in selecting a Supreme Court Justice.
While Thomas' judicial record may not have been focused on as intensively as it
could have been by the Senate and other interested parties, no one will dispute that judges
do not live their lives in a vacuum. It is undoubtedly true that Thomas' experiences and
attitudes will influence his disposition when it comes to making decisions that will in turn
affect the lives of each and every one ofus as United States citizens. The extent to which
he allows, consciously and subconsciously, his personal beliefs and moral values to affect
his judicial determinations will depend on the individual circumstances of the case. But it
is certainly not improper for those vested with the responsibility of making sure that the
nominee is qualified, to attempt to gauge the depths of that influence.
Perhaps a more pressing concern than the specific focus of these inquiries should
be the absence of any curiosity at all, especially .on the part oflaw students. It should be
the priority of every law professor and student-at U. B. to take great interest in and utilize at
every turn the opportunities for discussion which are presented by this rare moment in history.
Thomas' confirmation process should be the subject of at least one class in every subject
being taught this semester. The unused monitor in the hallway of the first floor should be
turned on and tuned in to the Senate confirmation hearings for as long as they take place. The
law school community should not wait to study the law only after it has become part of the
textbooks.
'
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Not voting won't keep you off the jury!
From the New York State Board of Elections
There are a number ofdifferent reasons why so many New Yorkers do not register
to vote. As a matter offact, ifyou conducted a survey ofunregistered New York State
residents to find out why they are not registered to vote, you would probably end up
with a very long list of reasons .
However, there is one reason that would appear on your list many times that is
cau ed by a common misconception : many people do not register to vote because they
do not want to be called for jury duty . As strange as this may sound, it is true, and
anyone who works at a county board ofelection or who has conducted a registration
drive will confirm this .
The misconception is that the county voter registration list is the only list used
by the commissioner ofjurors to find potential jurors. Some people subscribe to the
theory that by not registering they can avoid jury duty, and that once they do register
to vote, they are destined to be called for jury duty . This theory is wrong.
The soun:e list used by every commissioner o fjurors in counties across the state
is compikd by wmbining a list of taxpayers provided by the Department ofTaxation
an<l Finance with a list of licensed drivers provided by the Department of Motor
Vehick-.., an<l the voter regi !ration list. The e thredists are run against one another,
the duplicate name are dropped, and a final source list is prepared . So, while the voter
n:g1stratiun Ii . tis used to find jurors, it is not the only list used .
/\ county commissioner ofjurors will tell you that the combinationofthese three
lish v. ill cover almost all of the eligihlt: jurors in a county . He or she will also tell
you that not registering to vote does not in any way reduce your chances ofbeing called
for jury duty .
So, <lo not sacrifice your right lo vote just to avoid jury duty because, ifyou do,
you will gain nothing. Thc right to vote and participate in the democratic process is
much 11, "aluahlc to throw away on a theory that is not valid.
R. Wells Stout, Chairman, New York State Board ofElecEvelyn J. Aquila, Commissioner
Helena Moses Donohue, Commissioner
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Letters to the Editor:

EDITORIAL BOARD
I would like to take a few moments to discuss some recent incidents
that evidence the intolerance some members ofour law school community
have for political diversity.
The first incident occurred at an SBA informational meeting for
student organization's officers . During the role call when the Federalist
Society's name was called, a woman named Erin said out loud, "Oh, the
White Boys!"
I looked over at her and she said, "I say it with a smile."
I then said, "Can I say 'Femi-nazi' with a smile?"
She replied, "I'm not a femi-nazi, but you definitely are a 'White Boy' ."
I was not calling her a femi-nazi. I was asking her whether she would
tolerate someone doing to her what she had just done to me and the other
Federalists in the room. Based on her reply, the answer was obviously no.
The second incident occurred the following weekend. That Sunday I
went to the Federalist Society office in room 725 of the law school where
I found a bumper-sticker stuck to our door which read, "NATIONAL COM
ING OUT DAY . TAKE YOUR NEXT STEP." Apparently someone who
does not agree with some of the politically conservative member's views
took it upon him/herself to deface our door. This is totally unacceptable
behavior for a member of our law school's community. Whoever did this
should be embarrassed. Not only did s/he cheapen him/herselfby defacing
our door, s/he showed thats/he doesn't k{lOW the facts. You see, not all of
our members are opposed to gay rights, and, whether s/he likes it or not, the
Federalists are going to remain open to and discuss all points ofview on this
and any other issue, including the points of view that are politically
incorrect.
Sincerely,
Hans Tirpak, 3L
SBA Director and Federalist Vice-Chairman
Dear Ms . Sammarco:
I enjoyed reading your "U.B. Law Primer" in the August 19 issue ofthe
Opinion (Vol. 32, No. l), and I'm sure your practical view oflife in O'Brian
and its environs was much appreciated by your readers.
There are two details that raised concern in the library. First, the
article reads, "Also remember that law reviews which are not returned
within24 hours will generate fines of$ l .OO per hour." Actually, law reviews
and all" overnight loan" materials are due two hours after the library opens
the next day. The time due is stamped on the date due slip in the back of the
book. The loan period is much shorter than the 24 hour period stated in the
Opinion since overnight loans don't go out until 4 p.m. and are due the next
morning.
Since the students could be inconvenienced seriously by the statement
in the Opinion, I hope that you'll print a correction.
In the interests of accuracy, you should add also that our Documents
Department on the 6th floor is a sejective U .S. government documents
depository and is the best place on campus for researching federal legisla
tive history, not to mention researching materials from the United Nations
and intergovernmental organizations.
Thank you very much.
Sincerely,
Ellen M. Gibson
Director of the Law Library
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A new era of senate
confirmations?
By now, Judge Clarence
Thomas finds himself deep in the midst
of vigorous questioning by the Senate
Judiciary Committee. I do not care to
add to the certain deluge of articles,
essays, and opinions which will be
printed concerning his politics, past,
and personal views. Like many others,
I am very interested in Thomas' politics
and how his views might affect the
Supreme Court, but I am much more
concerned about the nature of the
confirmation process and the
consequences of its present
manifestation.
The rejection of Judge Robert
Bork in 1987 is widely regarded as the
watershed standard by whicb the Senate
would take into consideration the
substantive views of a nominee to the
Supreme Court. But in fact, political
criteria is not a new idea. Since its initial
proposal, the constitutional text stating
that the president "shall nominate, and
by and with the advice and consent of
the Senate, shall appoint. ..judgesof the
supreme court" was a hotly contested
issue and the outcome of a last minute
compromise during the Federal
Convention ofl787. Just six years after
the ratification of the Constitution
President Washington had the interim'
appointment of John Rutledge rejected
for what amounted to political concerns.
Except for John J. Parker's rejection in
1920 for his inclination to favor big
business, the years between 1894 and
1968 appeared to be a relatively relaxed
period of Senate confirmation. It has
only been since 1968 that there has
been a resurgence of heightened
Senate scrutiny of political issues
causing nearly one out of three
nominees to fail either by rejection or
withdrawal in the face of imminent
rejection. One can safely assume that

this new era traces its genesis to the
"activism" of the liberal Warren Court
and the two conservative courts that
followed as well as institutional friction
between the opposing parties·which
control the White House and the Senate.
It has been observed that every
confirmation begins where the previous
one ended. Therefore, it is fruitful
when thinking about the present
confirmation hearings to recollect what
occurred during the hearings on Justice
David H. Souter last fall. The hearings
existed on two levels. Facially, senators
clashed over contemporary issues
ranging anywhere from abortion to
philosophies of constitutional
interpretation. Such debate was not so
much to determine if the nominee had a
sensitivitytosuchissuesbutasanattempt
to elucidate and legitimize what certain
senators thought to be the proper
position. Give an elected official free
air time and the results are likely to be
quite predictable. Underlying the
discussion of these three issues was
really a debate over the role of the
president and the Senate in appointing
Supreme Court Justices- -an attempt to
resolve an issue unresolved in the
summer of 1787.
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The Souter hearings were the
epitome of the new era of Senate
confirmations of the nominee whom ust
reasonably pass certain political
ideology or "litmus tests" in order to be

The History of
Club 504
by Angela Gott

Club 504 was founded by two stu
dents with special needs who graduated
in Spring 1990. The Club's purpose is to
function as a student interest group serv
ing students who are interested in dis
ability rights, issues, and concerns. One
does not have to have disabilities to be
come involved, merely an interest in this
area of legal issues affecting the needs
and rights ofthe disabled. Club 504 takes
its name in honor of section 504 of the
Rehabilitation Actofl 973 which became
effective in 1977, once the regulations
were finally issued implementing the first
"Civil Rights Act" for the Disabled.
Witholding of federal funds to states and
schools, and universities, cities, and coun
ties, in short, any area eligible for federal
funding, is what gave teeth to this new
law, so that the needs and rights and
issues affecting the disabled would have
to be taken seriously.
One early section 504 case involved
a university student who desired to be-

come a nurse, She could hear gross sounds
like sirens and buzzers but could not dis
tinguish syllables so that she could un
derstand spoken speech. She could read
lips and use sign language. The nursing
school argued that she would be a danger
to herself and to the patients and did not
want to admit her into their program. To
do so would have required the university
to provide a sign language interpreter for
all ofher nursing classes and the univer
sity would have to pay for this expense.
The student had already been working in
the nursing field as a licensed vocational
nurse, but wanted to get an RN degree.
Those ofyou in the nursing field are
probably aware that there are many em
ployment situations open to graduate
nurses with BSN and RN degrees which
are administrative in nature and which do
not necessarily require routine patient
interaction. Also, patient call buttons
use lights or visual systems to notify
nurses that their assistance is required,
and a hearing impaired person would have

confirmed. One of the key issues of
debate during the Souter hearings and
discussion on the Senate floor was who
bears the "burden of proof" in the
confirmation process? Judiciary
Committee Chairman Joseph Biden set
the tone of the hearings in his opening
statement when he informed Souter that
the burden of proof was on him just "as
itis on us when we stand for election."
Essentially telling the nominee that he
was up for election was an intriguing
way to begin the confirmation hearings
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of someone who had already been
nominated for the position. It placed an
undue burden on the nominee, who was
not actively seeking the seat but
accepting the nomination. The election
rhqoric of presumptions and burdens
was designed simply to carve out more
power to the Senate with the senators as
electors.
Manysenatorstriedtoelucidate
the criteria that a nominee must satisfy
in order to be confirmed by the Senate.
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no problem seeing such visual ind1ca10rs.
Perhaps this student would have worked
as a school nurse, which requires the RN
status and deals with students on an indi
vidual basis where her ability to read lips
would have removed any communication
difficulties. The political issue here was
ATTITUDE. Colleges and universities
which receive federal funding did not
want to take on the costs involved to
change their programs to accommodate
the needs of students with disabilities.
Attitudinal barriers are many times
worse than physical barriers to persons
with disabilities and this is why Club 504
is so important and should continue at
this law school. The students who took
the time to begin this organization felt
very strongly that such a club was needed.
Everyone, regardless of sex, age, color,
race, etc ., has the potential, sooner or
later, to have special needs or disabili
ties. The recent passage of the Ameri
cans with Disabilities Act - ADA - per
petuates the section 504 (Education) and
503 (Employment) legislative require
ments. Usually in the Fall, a seminar
course is offered which gives students
the opportunity to explore issues involv
ing persons with disabilities. This course
was cancelled at the last minute prior to
the start of the fall semester because the
professor is teaching two first year sec
tions. Usually in the spring, a course is
offered that teaches students how to liti
gate handicap law cases but this course is
always a last minute (dependent on last
minute funds) kind of situation. So this
year Club 504 is even more important as
a means to enable law students to learn
about this area of law.
I have a very personal interest in
Club 504 because I had to actually file a
federal lawsuit against this law school
and the university in 1978 as a last ditch
effort to obtain accommodations for "my
specific learning disabilities" handicap,
after two years ofadministrative in-house
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procedures did nothing to give me "Dis;
abled" status, so that I could utiliu the
protections of the Section 504 Legisla
tion. While it is difficult for a university
or school to claim that a person in a
wheelchair or using a cane or seeing eye
dog is not "handicapped or disabled". there
are persons with disabilities whkh are
not visible or easily perceived or rerng
nized and these students have had a very
difficult time gaining acceptance of their
disabled status and accommodations for
their "special needs".
As a result of my situation and cf.
forts to secure changes in attitudes and
treatment of students with disabilities.
this law school and university is a kinder.
more gentle and friendly place to be in.
Changes in the law school came about in
the fall of 1988 when the faculty voted to
adopt new policies and the Special Needs
Committee was created and organized to
assist students with special needs. I
returned to this law school in the fall of
1990 and have been quite pleased with the
progress, and the changes in attitudes and
treatment which have been extended to
me. I began my law degree program iil the
fall of 1976, and I will be graduating in
1992 -- 16 years to get a law degree has
been quite a challenge, but I have learned
much along the way and a lot ofstudents
across the country, particularly at law
schools, have benefitted greatly by my
efforts to bring about social change. I do
hope that the students in this law school
will be interested in keeping Club 504
going and I welcome students to call me
at 832-3581 or drop a note in my box
(#394) if they have any interests, ques
tions, or concerns. Club 504 shares office
space with the SHA office. I hope that
first or second year students will take
over the organization of< ·1uh 504. Thank
you.
Angcla(iott, 3L
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I don't hold much reverence for religion.

society deems as good and right. Society, in

It's not something I shout out to tell the world,

turn, is formed by bodies of people with certain

but it's true.

Discussions on the topic are

beliefs. When the majority of society believes

usually provocative, so if you're easily of

a certain way, they want the law to reflect that

fended, be warned. I don't know if I'm an atheist,

belief. Then, in the case of America, we're left

but I'm sure I come pretty close. However,

with ajudeo-Christian ethic underlying the tone

despite comments to the contrary, I don't

of our laws. And the only thing standing in the

worship the devil and I'm not a vampire.

way of its total control is the establishment

I wasn't raised with a particular religious
background. The only times I've gone to church

clause of the First Amendment, effectively
separating church and state.

on Sundays were when the people who babysat

I, for one, am grateful for that ideal, but

me and my brother took us, and when we visited

I'm forced to wonder if it's really just a sham.

relatives out of town (both times against our

Jim Maisano told me during our first year that

will). Beyol)d that, my only other major expo

one couldn't be elected President of the United

sure to religion was my four year stint in a

States without some kind of faith, and I believe

Catholic high school. That experience taught me

it.

a lot about morality; most significantly that I had

advocates school prayer, and you can't be a Boy

more of it than many of those around me.

Scout without it. With the conservative tilt

The current President of this country

Attending Canisius High School, aCatho

dominating American politics, a God-denying,

lic, all male, college prep school with a dress

non-Christian would be eaten alive. Does this

code, ran counter to everything I wanted to be.

mean (assuming I wanted the job) that I could

During my time there, I was an angry young man,

never be elected U.S. President! Will I be

and I didn't do much to hide my feelings . How-

forced to be "born again• just to attain a public

ever, despite my obvious hostility, I conducted

office!

myself in a civilized manner. I wasn't purposely

Without a doubt, I am a religion basher.

cruel to my classmates, I didn't give my teachers

I don't think I'm in the same league as the ACLU,

a hard time, and I didn't lead what some could

but I know where they're coming from . In a

term an "immoral" lifestyle. But some of my

country where family values are synonymous

Catholic classmates did .

with church values , any particular church's

And it went beyond the students . The

influence on society must be checked. There

admin1strat1on lied to the students . Sure, that

may be nothing wrong with what the church

happens all the t ime, but is it proper in an

espouses , but for the minority that don 't share

institution that publicizes itself on the good

that view, they need some protection. I've seen

values 1t can provide! I also witnessed a priest

too many anti-abortion protesters singing hymns

break one of the Ten Commandments . If they

and thrusting their interpretations of the Bible

can't live up to them , why should I! This isn't

on others to dismiss the impact someone's

intended to be an indictment of the Catholic

religion can have on another person's lives.

faith, but rather an example of the hypocrisy that

The greatest hurdle to homosexuality's general

frequently surrounds the religious community.

acceptance is a biblical interpretation that the

Granted, boys will be boys, Catholic or other

practice is immoral and sinful.

wise, but then what's the point! If a Canisius

Though I oppose school prayer, I have

student can be as amoral as any public high

no problem with agroup of students forming a

school student, there really isn't a need for the

club to discuss religion, with or without a

theological component.
I think of myself as a relatively good

teacher's guidance. Religion in public schools
should be treated like any other area of general

person. I'm not a great person by no means. My

interest. Kids have the right t~ explore any

capacity for kindness is guided primarily by a

topic as ameans of social or intellectual growth,

personal sense of what it means to be good. By

be it through chess club, varsity sports, or bible

my definition, all it takes to be agood person is

study.

to respect other people and to never intention

But religious symbols shouldn't be placed

ally harm anyone . True goodness requires

on public property, i.e., Nativity scenes during

selflessness and compassion on agrand scale- a

Christmas. The practice doesn't offend me, but

level I'm nowhere near reaching. Still, I believe

I'm not comfortable with my tax dollars sup

in honor and I try not to wrong anyone.

porting it. The action, though seemingly harm

I'm not into worship. If I owe any

less, does endorse a particular religion . As it

thing to anyone , I can't see myself thanking an

would be too burdensome to represent every

unseen force. Some people find comfort in the

faith, it's best to display none. There's ageneric

idea, and that's good. That I can't find the solace

Santa Claus if the desire to put out something

1s probably my loss. I'll admit I haven 't tried very

is that strong.

hard to understand the satisfaction religion can

Recognizing that this country was

offer, but I know it's something I don't want to

founded on a desire to worship freely, I know

become involved in. It strikes me too much like

my opinion is in the extreme minority. That's

mind control at times . It tells you what to think

abig part of what I like about America. Though

about certain issues, and how you're supposed

unpopular, my perspective is protected.

to react.
So what does this have to do with the law!
I'm not really sure . The law 1s shaped by what
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his J.D. and L.L.M. from Yale University. In 1980, the fourth edition of
The Nature and Functions of Law was published, of which he is the principle
author. The book is used in courses at more than 50 universities and colleges.
During his tenure as University Provost from 1984 - 1991, Greiner assumed
responsibility for implementing many of the decisions made by President
Sample, as well as taking the heat for some ofthe more unpopular ones. Despite
his former affiliation with the law school, many students at U.B. Law and in
other departments perceived Greiner as unresponsive or openly hostile to
student demands during his tenure as Provost. From 1984 to 1986, U.B. Law was
involved in the search for a new Dean, a search headed by the Provost's office.
Although Greiner capitulated to student demands in 1984 by placing two law
students on the Dean Search Committee instead of the one originally proposed,
The Opinion reported in 1986 that efforts to effectuate that student input were
frustrated by the Provost's office, when the SBA-chosen student representatives
encountered lengthy procedural delays from Greiner's office upon submitting
their candidates for Dean.
More recently, friction 'between students and the Provost's office arose
when Greiner announced in 1989 that the Law School's prohibition againston
campus discrimination would be suspended. The move was criticized by
students as having been calculated to fall immediately prior to the summer
recess, thereby missing the notice of most of the student body . At the time,
Greiner commented that the suspension was done in order to clarify whether the
Law School had the authority to make such a prohibition. In a subsequent
interview with law students to discuss the issue, Greiner refused to allow the
proceedings to be taped, exacerbating tensions between the Provost's office and
the law school community . Dean Filvaroffpointed out during that meeting that
motives for the suspension might have included the irritation expressed by some
SUNY officials in Albany over the law school's anti-discrimination policy.
Despite these and other reservations, Greiner is expected to be generally
popular with the faculty ofU .B. 's professional schools and the science depart
ments, due to his generosity in allocating resources to those areas. His 24 year
tenure with the University is considered useful, since he will need a working
knowledge of the school in order to forge a better relationship with the state
government.

That 1s, unless I'm wrong, then me and my
opinions can go to hell.

SBA elections reflect
apathy among students
by Darryl McPherson,
Features Editor
September 3rd and 4th saw the lat
est Student Bar Association Ckass Direc
tor elections come and go. The 1991-1992
contest played out like those of previous
years : the first year elections were truly
competitive, while the second and espe
cially third year elections displayed mini
mum involvement by their respective
classes .
The first year election turned out
very tight. The new directors are Sarah
Swartzmeyer, who gained the most votes
with 56; Kevin P. Collins next at 53
votes; then Eileen Oroark with 51. Kristin
Graham had 50 votes, slightly better that
Bridget Cullen with 49; and Stephen Lee
rounded it out with 3 7 votes.
Three candidates on the ballot and
three write-in candidates split the second
year election. As expected in such races,
the candidates originally listed on the
ballot did better than those that were
entered as write-ins . Former first year
director Hank Nowak led the pack with 4 5
votes, followed by another ex-director,
Erik Marks, at 39 votes. The Opinion's
Photography Editor, Michael Radjavitch
came in with 38 votes . Leading the write
in candidates was active National Law
yers' Guild member Scot Fisher, with 32
votes. Scott Rudnick had 25 votes, and
former director Aida Reyes made it with
23 votes.
The third year election was the most
surprising, despite the fact that only one
cand.idate appeared on the ballot. That
sole candidate, Darryl McPherson, won
easily with 47 votes . The rest of the
candidates were elected as write-in can
didates . Recent transfer student Sabby
Santarpia and former director Angela
Gott were registered at the voting table
and received 16 and 14 votes, respec
tively . Other candidates were elected as
write-ins on the basis of their visibility in
positions in various capacities around the
law school. The Federalist Papers Edi
tor-in-ChiefNorbert Higgins managed to

rack up 9 votes. Former director and co
founder of Students for Constitutional
Concerns Jim Maisano got 5 votes.
The sixth position produced a tie
between the surprised Federalist Society
Vice Chairman Edward "Hans" Tirpak
and SCC Co-founder and former director
Marc Hirschfield, both with 3 votes . A
run-off election would have been neces
sary, however, Jim Maisano declined the
position.
The first SBA meeting on Septem
ber 5 focused on introducing the new
members to the procedures and workings
of the SBA. Absent from the meeting
were Sarah Swartzmeyer, Hank Nowak,
and Scott Rudnick. However, Nowak and
Rudnick were excused from the meeting
due to prior commitments.

The next
deadline for
submissions to
The Opinion
will be
Monday,
September
25th

Homeless Task Force
by Mona Ingram
Jeff Ertel described the Prison Task
Force Legal Research and Writing Course
as the "best experience in the law school."
The Prison Task Force is a projectofthe
National Lawyers' Guild and the Asso
ciation of Women Law Students. It is a
student-run program, organized to teach
legal research and writing at Western
New York prisons. There are three goals
ofthe program - to help prisoners improve
their research skills and become jail house
lawyers, to enable them to pass the De
partment of Corrections (DOCS) exam,
and to educate law students about the
prison system.
The course lasts about eight weeks
and includes the following classes: In
troduction and How to Briefa Case, Stat
utes and McKinney's, Courts and Court
Reporters, Encyclopedias and Digests,
Sheperd's,_ Legal Argumentation and
Causes ofAction, Article 78, Review and
Exam.
Each class is divided into two sec
tions. There is a lecture given by a law
student which lasts 4 5 minutes. The rest
ofthe class is held in small group discus
sions which are led by the law students.
The Prison Task Force Manual is on re
serve in the library and has chapters which
correspond to each class .
This semester we-will be teaching
at three prisons - Albion, Groveland and

Orleans. Albion is a medium security
women's prison. The population is being
increased this year by 600 . It will be the
largest women's prison in the state. The
Prison Task Force will go to Albion Tues
day nights. Janet Zwick (Box #568) is the
coordinator this semester for Albion.
Orleans is a medium security men's
prison. PTF will go to Orleans on Thurs
day nights. Rob Cheng (Box #41) is the
coordinator for Orleans. Classes begin at
Orleans on September 26 and end on No
vember 14.
Groveland is a medium security
women's prison. We will be going out to
Groveland on Saturdays and teaching two
classes each Satruday . Jeff Ertel (Box
#360) is the coordinator for Groveland.
You must sign up two days in ad
vance in order to be on the prison visiting
list so that you can get into the prison.
The prison administration will not let you
into the prison if your name is not called
in each week before the class. Although
continuity is important, law students may
not be able to attend every session. We
will try to rotate students fairly. If you
Continued on page 8

The Erie County Bar Association/ this time, potential clients are inter
Neighborhood Legal Services Homeless viewed . The interview consists of stan
Task Force was created to meet the spe dard questions concerning the individual's
cial needs ofthe Western New York Home particular problem . Not only is an effort
less and near homeless population. The made to identify the issues concerning
immediate concerns of this population the specific problem, but the Task Force
are a lack of food, clothing and shelter. representatives attempt to identify other
Due to the urgency of these concerns, the problems the person may have been un
process of seeking legal assistance to aware be/she had, like eligibility for pub
protect their rights may not be a priority . lic assistance, or an illegal eviction.
Consequently, homeless people are often
The Task Force then attempts to
unaware of their legal rights .
solve the person's legal problem. The
The purpose ofthe program is to go volunteer attorney may agree to take the
to the homeless and near homeless people case free of charge; a referral may be
and provide them with free legal assis made to an appropriate WNY agency bet
tance. By travelling to shelters and din ter suited to solve the problem; or Neigh
ing facilities, the Task Force is able to borhood Legal Services may take the case,
overcome many of the obstacles home free of charge. This is an excellent way
less people face when attempting to ob to get great hands-on experience while
tain legal assistance.
making a difference in the lives of the
The Homeless Task Force is people you will be assisting .
staffed by volunteer attorneys and Uni
There will be a training for vo lun
versity at Buffalo law students, with sup teers at Neighborhood Legal Services on
port services provided by Neighborhood Friday, September 20, at 2 :00 p.m. Ifyou
Legal Services, Inc . Five times a week, are interested in becoming an HTF volun
shelters and dining facilities in the West teer, please contact John J. Jablonski at
em New York area are visited. The visits Box# 141, by Wednesday, September 18.
last approximately two hours. During

The

Law

Graduate

Society

Group
for
Feminist
Studies
The Graduate Group for Feminist
Studies is a faculty/student run group
designed to facilitate discussion of femi
nist research across the disciplines. The
Group is run by a steering committee
consisting of three faculty members and
three graduate students. The members
come from a variety of departments and
schools; currently, the steering commit
tee members include Hester Eisenstein
(American Studies), Lucinda Finley (Law
School), Junko Kanamura (Education
Organization, Administration and
Policy), Candace Kanes (Women's Stud
ies), Carolyn Korsmeyer (Philosophy),
Joyce Kosinski (Women's Studies and
English) , Tracey Sedinger (English), and
Reinhild Steingrover (Comparative Lit
erature) .
Since its inception in 1985, the
Graduate Group has sponsored numerous
seminars, conferences and other activi
ties. Each semester, the Graduate Group
sponsors several work-in -progress semi
nars, in which members ofthe University
Community whose research is informed
by feminist thought, present their work to
the Group's members and the general pub
lic . The Group also organizes a biennial
conference on new feminist scholarship,
Continued on page 8

In the

Public

Criminal
Law

Interest

Society

In the Public Interest, a review of
law and society, is published bi-annually
by the Center for Public Interest Law at
the School of Law at the State University
of New York at Buffalo . The Journal is
committed to printing scholarly articles,
commentary, and reviews which examine
legal and social issues in their political
and historical contexts . In the Public
Interest welcomes work from all per
spectives, as well as poetry, photography,
and original artwork. In th6?-Public Inter
est is indexed in the Alternative Press
Index, and articles are carried by West/aw
On-Line information services .
There is no length limitation on
papers. Although articles are accepted
throughout the year, the submission dead
line for full-length articles for the Winter
edition was September 13, 199 l. How
ever, In the Public Interest also encour-

The Criminal Law Society is an
organization dedicated to exposing its
members to every aspect of the criminal
justice system .
The Society is currently involved
with the President of the New York State
Association of Criminal Defense Law
yers , and U .B. Law Professor Mark J.
Mahoney . We are formulating a national
brief bank to be used by criminal defense
lawyers throughout the country . Also, the
possibility ofa National Association of
Criminal Defense Lawyers Review is
being discussed .
This would be a great resume
builder, a great opportunity to read some
outstanding briefs, and an opportunity to
work on a national publication .
If you missecl the organizational
meeting on September 12, contact John J.
Jablonski, Box# 141, or Miro Cizin, at Box
# 334 . All are welcome.

by Michael Radjavitch, Photography
Editor
Lat ely, a numb er o f rum ors reg ard
ing the International Law Societ y (II .S)
and its funding ha ve been circulatin g
throughout O'Brian Hall. Among the~e is
the rumor that a Ford Foundation grant
has been withdrawn from the upcoming
International Law Conference. This grant,
consisting of several thousand dollars.
was to assist in covering the costs for the
Public International Law segment oft he
conference, as well as defraying some of
the general expenses incurred for orga
nizing such a conference.
According to ILS Co-President Joi
Cary, this rumor is unfounded . Although
logistical problems may have caused the
conference to be postponed until the
spring semester, the ILS Conference
Board still anticipates the grant to be
approved. However, this approval is con
tingent upon definite commitments for
the spring conference, which, given the
recent postponement, have not yet been
forthcoming . Joi Cary and other members
of the Board, with the advice of Professor
Virginia Leary , are actively pursuing this
matter and expect a positive return.
With regard to further funding, the
Board is currently seeking additional sup
port from law firms and businesses in the
Buffalo area , as well as major interna
tional firm s ;.round the country and in
Canada. Of course, they have also held
weekly bagel sales , as well as the first in
a series offundraising parties . This first
party, held at The Library on Railey Av
enue , offered unlimited beer and wings
over a two hour paiod for a five dollar
donation . A large numberoflaw students
took advantage ofth1s opportunity to start
the holiday weekend on the rig.hi foot , and
future events promise to be even better
attended .

Continued onpage 8

- >inion, Page 7

Attica Conference Recalls
Events of 197 I
b\' \lmw Ingram
J\ c 1nlu1:nn: to conrn1cn11iratc the 20 year anniversary of the Attica
upn ing took place on Septemher 12 and 13 on the UBcampus . Sponsored
hy th..: ( 1raduatc (iroup on Justice and Democracy, the conference included
a pand entitled," Attica Uprising Litigation - Past and Present."
On Sl.'ptl.'mber 13. 1971, the New York State Police were ordered by
Ci1in:rnor Rockefdler tn retake Attica. The prisoners of Attica had taken
ll\ l.'r D-Bhick to protest the inhumane conditions under which they were
hcing held . Prisoners' demands included better food, religious freedom, and
relief from overcrowding . Hostages were taken by the prisoners, and
protected hy them up until the time that the state police invaded and killed
43 people. Ten hostages died of bullet wounds. Although official reports
stated that the hostages had their throats slit by prisoners, all the hostages
were found to have been killed by correctional guards and state police - none
had been injured by the prisoners, who bad no guns .
Once the prison was retaken, prisoners were forced to run the gauntlet
- a hallway lined with broken glass - while they were beaten by the guards.
Big Black. a leaderoftheuprising, was one ofthose who was tortured, being
forced to hold a football under his neck while he was beaten at bis testicles.
Michael Deutsch of the People's Law Office in Chicago discussed his
participation as a lawyer defending the Attica brothers against indict
ments, as well as bis involvement in the civil case. Michael, along with
Elizabeth Fink of New York City and Joe Heath of Syracuse are the
plaintifrs lawyers in this case. Joe Heath started working on Attica as a
first year law student in 1971 .
The National Lawyers' Guild has formed an Attica Litigation
Support Committee. The committee will coordinate students to support the
civil suit, being brought under 42 U.S.C. 1983. Volunteers will be needed
to staff their downtown office, conduct legal research, serve subpoenas,
conduct investigations and interview prisoners . Anyone interested in
volunteering should attend a general meeting on September 25th at 5 p .m .
in the first floor lounge, or contact Scot Fisher, Box# 88.

GraduateGraq, for Feminist Studies (ccntinuedfrom 7)

.

thereby allowing members ofthe University and Buffalo commum
ties to hear the work of recent Ph.D.s. The Graduate Group has also
organized lectures, film screenings and performances. In the past
two years, speakers and artists such as Amber Hollibaugh, Charlotte
Rutherford, Ruth Rosen, and Faith Ringgold have visited U.B. through
the Group's sponsorship.
This year, the Graduate Group intends to publish a directory of
feminist scholars, wh'ich would facilitate interaction among indi
viduals pursuing feminist work throughout the University . We also
need to update our mailing list. If you are interested in being
included in and/or receiving the feminist scholars' directory, partici
pating in the Graduate Group's activities, or presenting a work-in
progress seminar, please contact Tracey Sedinger in 302 Clemens
Hall, Amherst Campus.

ITPI (<XJlltinuedf ran 7)
ages the submission of shorter length es
say, commentary and review articles in
addition to its publication of scholarly
works. The deadline for essay length
work has been extended to October 21,
1991. All articles should be double
spaced and submitted in triplicate. So
that all submissions may be considered
anonymously, submit articles with only
the social security number indicated on
top. In a separate envelope, include your

name, social security number, address
and phone number. For more information,
contact the Center for Public Interest
Law in 118 O'Brian Hall, or call 63 62161.

Prison Task Force (continued from 7)
are planning on going to the prisons more
than twice, you must go through an orien
tation and obtain a prison I.D . Watch the
PTF bulletin board in the law student
mailroom for more information on the
PTF.

TRIP FOR TWO TO NYC FOR MARATHON!
This event is in honor of Linda Yalcm, a UB student assauhe~ and
killed while running last year. We want to_rcmcmbcr the t_r~g1c and
senseless loss of her life and Jo recall h(?r hfe and her amb1t1~n to run.
Linda was training for the New York City Marathon at the tune o~ her
death. We hope that the Universily and ~cslem New York runnmg
community will again join together 10 remmd one another that we
cannot be lield captive to our fears; they must be confronted and
controlled. We must take steps to ensure our safely and _not allow our
lives to be controlled by fear. We wanl to dc-:elop an ~lllt'!de and
awareness in our community that we have a nght to enJOY life ~nd ~
responsibility to ensure our safety and the safe!Y of ~her;s. Jo,~ with
us as we race, run, Jog. or even walk to appreciate Linda s special goal
to run the NYC Marathon and the commitment and pleasure she
derived from it. We encoJrage everyone to participale in this special
event. Proceeds from the run will again~ donated to rape
prevention programming and a schola!'5h1p fund cstablis~d by t~e
Yalem family. Over 1,000 runners registered last year. Jom us this

year!

DATE:

Sunday, ~ptember 29, 1991 (Rain or Shine!)

START TIME:

10:00 a.m.

DISTANCE:

5 Kllomden (3.1 milts) T .A.C. Certified Course NY90027AM.
Start and F'mish near UB Alumni ArcDL
Splits will be called at each mile mark. Water stalioo on counc.

REGISTRATION:

w
:I:

z<

Iii
a:
ii:

D

~ ~

ID~,-

:::, :::, itl
t;

In adva-, application postmarked by September 23, 19'JL
In penM, Friday, September rl, 4:00 p.m. to 8:30 p.m. or
race day (September 29) from 8:30 Lm. to 9:30 a.m. smlx,
Both daya at UMCruty at Buffalo, Alumni Arena, (Amherst Campus).

ENTRYFEES:

Make Checks Payable to: Linda Yalem Memorial Run
Advance ltqlstnilioa:
$12.00 (by mail or Friday 9/r7 in penoa)
Race Day Repstn,tloa: $14.00
T-shin designed by CUSlom Tee for aD participants
U.S. F■ads Only!
•
•

•

Overall Male and Female F'i11isbers Open Division
Top Three Male and Female F'uushers in r- year age categories:
(14 and under, 15-19, 20-24, 25-29, 30-34, lS-39, 40-44, 45-49, ~54, 55-59
6()..64, 65-69, 70 and CM:r, wheelchair)
Top Three UB SJudellt Male and Female F'uushers

Top Three UB Facuhy/Slaff Male and Female Finishers
• Top Three UB Student Fratenaity and Sorority F'uushers
• No duplicate awards
•
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Leary Interview (continuedfrom one)
organizations in Geneva. We had 6 U .B .
students in Geneva in the program last
summer.
Q: Did your previous affiliations in
Geneva help you in any way with the
projects you were recently involved with?
A: Yes, especially knowing many
people in international law activities
there. In fact, the commercial arbitration
opportunity came through a man I bad
worked with before. He is now the Chief
Arbitrator in this dispute. Also, the con
sulting that I am doing for the environ
ment ca!Ile through someone that I had
worked with before.
Q:Could you explain the environ
mental project that you were working on?
A: In preparation for the conference
in Brazil the U .N. is looking at treaties
that have already been adopted on the
environment to see how their enforce
ment and monitoring mechanisms may be
improved and how future environmental
treaties should be drafted to be more
effective. They also want to find out if
developing countries have ratified these
treaties, and ifnot, why not? I was asked
to examine 7 ILO conventions on the
working environment. The officials at
UNCED believe that the enforcement and
monitoring provisions of ILO conven
tions may serve a model ofwhat ought to
be done in the environmental field.
Q: Do you see yourself going back to
continue work on the arbitration project
or something similar in the near future?
A: For the moment, no. The arbitra
tion continues, so it was necessary for
them to replace me. But I will return to
Geneva next summer and I will continue
to be involved in international activities
there every summer.
Q:What were the backgrounds of
the people you worked with in Geneva?
A: There were three arbitrators
working on the Suez Canal arbitration. I
was the Assistant to the Arbitration Tri
bunal - like the clerk of the court. The

Virginia Leary's back in action at UB Law.
President is Greek. He had served with
the ILO and is now a judge at the Euro
pean CourtofHuman Rights. He is also
Secretary General of the International
Law Institute, which is a very prestigious
body. He has a long career and is a very
important official, but he's retired now.
Another arbitrator is a French lawyer,
whose practice is similar to that of major
U.S. international firms. The third arbi
trator is the Egyptian ambassador to the
U.N. The lawyers were English, Egyp
tian, Swiss, and American.
Q: What was the mood in Geneva
during the Gulf Crisis?
A: Atone point Aziz and Baker met
there, so there was the sense ofactivity in
Geneva. There was perhaps less atten
tion paid to the GulfWar in Switzerland
than in America, but there were a number
of demonstrations against the war prior to
the outbreak of hostilities. The French

became more pro-American than before. There was quite a
strong feeling ofsupport for Bush in France. The anti-American
feeling prevalent during the Vietnam War was not present in the
Gulf War. People were relieved in general that the U.S . had
taken the lead. However, there was much more attention paid
in Geneva and in France to the suffering of the Iraqi people and
the Kurds than I sensed in the American media - perhaps because
the International Committee of the Red Cross and the U. N .
Refugee Agency are in Geneva.
Q: Your thoughts abo'l:lt the economic integration of
Europe?
A: To some extent it will be a hard task to incorporate the
Eastern European 'countries and even Western European coun
tries that now wan,to be admitted into the European Economic
Community (EEC). The young in Europe are now beginning to
feel European . In thy cultural context their psyche has become
European - except ia Great Britain. They have already abol
ished border controls ~etween France, Germany, and the Benelux
countries. People in ti.e Benelux countries are already speaking
four languages. But it\is the interesting thing that Switzerland
is now in a difficult situation. Historically, they've always
prided themselves in being independent and neutral and now
they are in a dilemma as to whether they should stay neutral and
be isolated in Europe, or join the common market and lose
neutrality .
Q: Ifan American lawyer wants to practice in Europe, how
would he or she go about it?
A: You may be a consultant to foreign firms on American
law or work for one ofthe many U.S. law firms in Europe now
Most of these lawyers advise American firms abroad or advise
foreign firms trading with the U.S. They would normally not
practice local law. But American lawyers may work for inter
national organizations such as the U.N. or the ILO or non
governmental international organizations.
Q: For any student who is interested in doing what you are
doing today, what kind ofadvice would you give them?
A: Learn languages and obtain an advanced degree in
international law. Europeans, I have found, are much better
trained in international law than we are because international
law is very important in Europe. International law is a compul
sory course for anyone studying law in Europe and it is consid
ered a foregone conclusion that law students will study it . For
an American it would be important to get an advanced degree in
international law as well as learn to be fluent in a major
language, such as French, Spanish or German .
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From the desk ·,o f the President
by Brian Madrazo, SBA President

A full Board of Class Directors has
been elected by the students in their re
spective classes . 1 would like to take this
opportunity to welcome the class direc
tor~ to the Board. I know that each of them
will be committed to representing the
interests n f their respective classes and
oft he student body in general.
Each c las · director is required to
sit office hours . The hours are posted
according to class outside the SBA of
fice . Let us know if you are finding the
office closed when someone is scheduled
to be there. SBA Treasurer Daryl Parker's
office hours are Thursdays from 3 to 5
p.m. and by appointment. SBA President
Brian Madrazo's office hours are Mon
days from 9 to 11 a.m., Wednesdays from
3 to 4 p.m. and Thursdays from 2 to 3 p.m. ,
and by appointment. Please feel free to
stop by and let us. know what's on your
mind .

I would like to remind everyone that
the SBA Board of Directors Meetings are
open to every student. They are currently
held every Thursday at 5 : 15 p.m. in I 09
O'Brian Hall. The location and time may
change in the future so check the glass
case in front of the SBA office in 101
O'Brian periodically to find out the meet
ing times. The minutes of the previous
week's meeting and the agenda for the
upcoming meeting will also be posted in
the glass case and on the SBA bulletin
board in the mail room . Ifyou wish to get
on the agenda of an SBA meeting, put a
note in SBA Secretary David Chien's
mailbox by 4 p .m. the Tuesday before the
Thursday meeting. Include your name,
the business to be discussed and a phone
number where you can be reached.
A brief rundown on what the SBA
has been doing finds that the SBA offi
cially recognized two new student groups
on Thursday, September I 2, 1991 during

our second Board meeting . SBA would
like to welcome the Sports and Entertain
ment Law Society, as well as Circles, a
women's law journal, as new student
groups and encourages students who have
an interest in these groups to attend their
meetings and get involved. SBA will be
voting on the budget requests ofthese two
groups September I 9, 199.1 during our
regularly scheduled meeting.
The party tentatively scheduled for
the 19th has been postponed due to book
ing problems . A date will be discussed
during the meeting on the 19th. Ifsched-_
uled, SBA will post the time and day on
September 20 .
.
The computer lab is nearly ready.
However, how it will be staffed is still up
in the air. At this point the lab is sched
uled to be open 9 a.m. to 9 p.m. Monday
through Friday, 12 to 5 p.m. on Saturdays
and 12 to IO p.m. Sundays. Work study
students will fill as much of tliat time as

possible, but in order to fill the rest a
suggestion has been made that students
volunteer to work in the lab . Each volun
teer would be expected to work approxi
mately eight hours per week. They would
be trained and would have access to free
laser printing and, while on duty in the
lab, access to their own computer. SBA
will be circulating a letter describing
this in more detail and would appreciate
your suggestions and comments. If you
are interes"ted in volunteering leave your
name with the SBA .
Finally, the SBA 's Appointments
Committee interviewed approximately
50 applicants in order to make appoint
ments to the faculty-student committees
and student committees. The SBA will
vpte to confirm the Appointment Com
mittee selections on September 19 and a
full list will be published in the next issue
of the Opinion. That is all for now. Any
suggestions or ideas you may have would
be welcome.

his or her intitial assurances.
Admittedly, I am unsure of
what the prescription for change should
be in light of all the political realities that
make up the confirmation process and
the Court itself. It could be productive
to see more ad vice- -the all but forgotten
part of "advice and consent." If half the
effort invested by senators and lobby
groups searching for information to
smear nominees was implemented to
search and make cases for qualified and
mutually acceptable candidates,
chances are that the whole process
could function much more smoothly.
Even though Washington is an
inherently political environment, the
conceptof meritocratic appointments to
the Supreme Court is not that far-fetched
an idea. I would much rather see a
qualified individual like Ford's
successful nominee JusttceJohn Paul
Stevenson the bench than Nixon's failed
nominations of ClementF.Haynsworth
or G. Harold Carswell. It seems to me
that there is presently far too much
concern with impkmenting principles
than with placing principled people on
the Supreme Court.
A new standard must be above
the trenches and firing lines of ordinary
partisan politics. When evaluating a
nominee the Senate must find and
maintain neutral criteria that both
conservatives and liberals can agree
upon: Does the nominee possess the
aptitude, experience, temperment and
competence befitting a justice of the
Supreme Court; and has the nominee
not violated ethical standards on the
bench? In such a schema, the Senate
can best fulfill its constitutional role as a
check against the president making an
incautious choice. This is not to say that
the Senate should merely "rubber stamp"
any nominee that a president cares to
propose. Senate scrutiny of nominees
needs to be acute but it must be
implemented in an even-handed
fashion. As a Supreme Court justice is
endowed with a life term, it would be
ridiculous to confirm only those
individuals whose views are deemed
"politically correct" at one distinct
moment in time because their tenure
will far outlast the tumultuo~ issues of
the day.
Regar~of what one thought
of the personal opinions of a nominee

like Bork, one must concede that he was
a very learned and experienced
candidate who had given nearly a
lifetime of thought and consideration to
constitutional issues. If Bork was
rejected because he felt that his rigid
adherence to certain beliefs were so
strong that it would bias or impair his
judgment on the Court, then the Senate
was certainly justified. But if he was
rej~cted simply because he held
political views, then the rejection ought
to be suspect and there must be some
serious questioning of the process. The
rejection is also suspect considering
the overwhelming majority of the
Senate that voted to confirm Justice
. Anthony M. Kennedy, a nominee whose
conservative views are similar to Bork's.
Some theorize that Kennedy was
confirmed because bis views were less
clear at the time than those held by
Bork: others claim that the Senate was
simply drained from a long and arduous
political battle and Kennedy seemed to
win by default as the best that could be
expected from the conservative Reagan
administration. Another theory, not
often addressed, is that Kennedy's mid
November nomination and later
confirmation occurred after the 1987
congressional and state elections. Party
platforms were buttressed through a
plethora of free media publicity and
afterward it was time to go on with
business as usual.
The legacy of the Bork
rejection is that certain senators and
lobby groups got a taste of what their
power could achieve; by flexing some
political muscle and a little constitutional
creativity, certain factions discovered
that they could make advances on the
Court which they were unable to
achieve at the polls. President Bush
may have won the battle in getting
Souter confirmed, but it seems that the
circumscription of his choice may
indicate that the Senate won the war..
Although it has yet to be proven that
such recent developments will
intrinsically weaken or undermine the
Court, I do not think that anyone would
argue that the potential danger of
"stealth candidates" is great.

Senate Confirmation Hearings (cont. from page 5)
It should come as no surprise that there
was a marked dichotomy of opinion on
this issue falling more or less along
partisan lines. Whereas conservative
members of the Judiciary Committee
called for an objective appraisal of the
nominee's qualifications, liberals called
for an ambiguous two-tier test.
Chairman I3iden as well as Senators
Kennedy an1..' Leahy pointed out in their
additional views of the Senate Judiciary
Committee's Executive Report on the
nomination thaL Lhere were two distinct
tests that every nominee must pass
before confirmation. The first inquiry
addressed the "1 hreshold" or
"prerequisite" issues such as
competency, integrity, honesty, and
temperament. The second inquiry
questioned whether the nominee was
committed to the "fundamental" or
"core" rights and values central to our
traditions and history of constitutional
democracy. The ambiguity of these
upper level criteria leaves much to
question: What rights? Whose
traditions? Fundamental at what point in
history? Who detennines the minimum
level for acceptance?
Evidently, confirmation criteria
has vacillated over time depending upon
who was being nominated and by whom.
Kennedy, who clamored so loudly
during the Souter hearings for
indications that the nominee would vote
to uphold values that he subjectively
considered important, was squarely
against such criteria in the debate over
the nomination of Thurgood Marshall- a nominee closer to his own ideology.
Biden has also called for limiting
questioning to first tier criteria during
the confirmation of candidates he
personally favored such as Federal
nominations by President Carter and
Justice Sandra Day O'Connor.
Republican members of the Senate have
also guilty of changing their approach
to questioning judicial nominees in
order to suit partisan goals. During the
confirmation hearings of Justices
Marshall and Abe Fortas, while the
majority of Democrats called for first
tier qualification testing, many
Republicans including Senator Strom
Thurmond, were more than willing to
grill candidates they opposed on second
tier ideological grounds.
Apparently, the roles have
stayed the same, bu the actors playing
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the parts have changed depending
upon which party has nominated the
particular candidate. Whether a senator
has subscribed to the theory that a
nominee should fulfill only the first tier
judicial coQlpetency qualification, or
additionally pass the second tier
ideology test depends on which one of
the two scripts the Senator happens to
be holding. The frequent reversals on
positions do nothing but undermine the
basis for making the claim for second
tier ideological testing. Evident! y, the
level of questioning criteria that a
senator considers appropriate is simply
a matter of political convenience.
I too think that abortion and
privacy rights are some of the most
compelling issues before the modern
Supreme Court. But if the only
nominees who are confirmed by the
Senate are those who make assurances
to uphold the position that a majority of
the senators happen to hold, what would
happen to those very same rights when
a majority of the same Senate are
decidelyseton rejecting any nominee
who supports such rights? It works both
ways. Issue-specific confirmations
represent nothing butpolitical windmills
which can change at the whim of the
majority and will contribute to the
erosion of the age old concept that the
Court (if only theoretically) exists as a
"counter majoritarian brake" to protect
even unpopular rights which are
supported by the Constitution. The
election rhetoric espoused by certain
senators certainly does not help to
distance the Court from the political
vicissitudes of society.
Searching for assurances on
political issues before the Court which
reasonable people can and do disagree
with only contributes to undermining
the credibility of the Court as an
institution of unbiased justice. In
seeking ideological assurances, the
senators are asking for the answers that
they do not want to bear. I do not think
that anyone wants individuals sitting on
the Court who have determined the
issues before they have heard the
relevant facts of a particular case. One
must also consider the opposite extreme:
a nominee could make all the correct
answers to assauge the fears of the
Senate and be successfully confirmed
and then once on the Court make
decisions that are quite different from

David Koehler

What:
Where:
When:
Lowdown:

Students for Constitutional Concerns Meeting.
First Floor Lounge, O'Brian Hall
Thursday, September 19, at2:00 p.m.
Topic: What is the Government's Role in Ensur
ing The Concept of Equality?

What:

Neighborhood Legal Services Volunteer
Training.
Neighborhood Legal Services, Room 495, Ellicott
Square Building, 295 Main St., (716)847-0650.
Friday, September 20, at 2:00 pm.
If you are interested in becoming a Homeless
Task Force volunteer, contact John J. Jablonski
at Box# 141.

Where:
When:
Lowdown:

What:
Where:
When:

What:
Where:
When:
Lowdown:

What:
Where:
When:
Lowdown:

Charles S. Desmond Memorial Moot Court
Competition.
Case material can be picked up in the Law
School Mimeograph Room.
Outline of arguments are due Monday,
September 23, from 9:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m. in
Room 11, O'Brian Hall.
National Lawyers' Guild Attica Litigation
Committee Meeting.
First floor lounge, O'Brian Hall.
Wednesday, September 25 at 5:00 p.m.
Michael Deutsch, Attorney for the Attica Civil
Litigation Suit, will discuss 42 U.S.C. 1983 suits.
Graduate Group on Human Rights Law and
Policy General Meeting
1st Floor Lounge, O'Brian Hall
Wednesday, September 25 at 3:30 p.m.
Topic is a planning meeting for Human Rights
Week.

When:
Lowdown:

Tuesday, October 1, at 3:30 p.m.
The speaker is Michelle Bohanna, the
funding director of the International
Campaign for Tibet, who has been instru
mental in the passage of U.S. legislation
supporting the Tibetan people. Sponsored
by the Graduate Group on Human Rights.

What:
Where:
When:

In the Public Interest call for papers
Drop off in ITPI office.
Essay length work due by October 21, 1991.

What:
Where:
When:
Lowdown:

Speaker - J. Gardiner Pieper
Room I 06, O'Brian Hall.
Thursday, September 19, at 2:00 p.m.
Learn more about the Pieper New York
State Multi state Bar Review Course, the
New York State Bar Exam, and the Multi state
Professional Responsibility Exam,

TibetAYlarenessWeek
Sunday,September29,3:00p.m.
Altar ofthe Earth: The Life, Land and Spirit ofTibet-

AnthropologistPeter Gold will open the prestigious Hayes Lecture Series with this
fascinating multislide presentation. An excellent introduction to Tibet. Buffalo Musew11
ofScienceAuditorium, 1020 Humboldt Parkway.
Suoday,September29, 7:30p.m.
Tibetan Reflections -

What:
Where:
When:
Lowdown:

Mike and Ron's Beer Drinking Party.
492 Lisbon Avenue, Buffalo, NY.
Friday, September 27, at 10:00 p.m.
Beer is good. Beer is our friend. Because
everyone needs a friend.

Peter Gold will read fromanddiscusshisliterary work on Tibetan refugee life aml
the enduring struggle to preserve a culture in exile. Calumet Arts Cafe, 56 W. Chipp1.:wa
St.

What:
Where:
When:

Linda Yalem Memorial Run.
U.B. Amherst Campus.
Sunday, September 29, at 10:00 a.m. (Rain
or shine).
To qualify, all group registrations must be
collected and submitted at the same time to
Race Director Nan Harvey, Room 274
Alumni Arena, prior to Sept. 27. For more
information or additional applications, call
636-3141.

will present a multi-slide lecture on this intriguing subject. Kiva Room, Baldy Hall.

Lowdown:

What:
Where:
When:
Lowdown:

What:
Where:

Tibet Awareness Week
Buffalo Science Museum, 1020 Humboldt
Pkwy.
September 29 - October 6, 1991
For further information, call Martin McGee
at 834-3991.

Monday,September30, 7:30 p.m.
Circle ofthe Spirit: The Sacred Journey o/Tibeta11s and Navajo Indians Peter Gold specializes in comparative study ofN ative Americans and Tibetan. He

Tuesday, October 1, 7 :30 p.m.
Tibet and U.S. Foreign Policy: Where Do We Go From Here?

Lecture by Michelle Bohanna, founding directorofthe International Campaign for
Tibet, who has been instrumental in thepassageofU.S. legislation supporting the Tibetan
people. Unitarian Universalist ChurchofBuffalo, Alliance Room, 695 Elmwood Ave.
Wednesday,October2, 7:30p.m.
Sounds ofPeace-

Flute concert by Nawang Khechog, Tibetan flute player from Australia. Come and
enjoy this soothing audio-visual performance accompanied by slides ofTibet. Unitarian
UniversalistChurch of Buffalo, 695 Elmwood Ave.
Thursday,October3, 7:30p.m.
Mind: Tibetan BuddhismandModemPsychology

Lecture by the Venerable Shyalpa Tenzin Rinpoche, meditation master, scholar,
and highly esteemed lama in the Kagyu and Nyingma lineages ofT ibetan Buddhism. A II
proceedsbenefittheRangrig Yeshe BuddhistStudiesandMeditationCenterin Stockbridge,
Mass. East-West Books Lecture Room,3588Main St.

"Tibet and U.S. Foreign Policy: Where Do
We Go From Here?"
First floor lounge, O'Brian Hall.
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The Nation's Number One Bar Review.
1S00 Broadway, New ¥or1c. NY 10036 (212) 719--0200 (800) 4n-8899 (201) 623-3363 (203) n4-3910 FAX : (212) 719-1421
20 Paric Plaza, Suite 931, Boston, MA 02116 (617) 695-9955 (800) 86&-n77 FAX : (617) 695--9386
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